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June 28, 2022 

 

Matthew J. Pugliese 

Director, Community Investment Fund 

Department of Economic and Community Development 

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 5 

Hartford, CT 06103 

 

Dear Mr. Pugliese: 

 

We write in strong support of the Borough of Naugatuck’s Community Investment Fund application for 

the Naugatuck Industrial Commons Redevelopment Project. We are enthusiastic about this shovel-

ready redevelopment project that will initiate diverse job opportunities, spur transit-oriented 

revitalization, and support the community’s vision of widespread socioeconomic benefits.  

 

If awarded, Naugatuck will utilize the funding at the Former Lanxess site, spanning across 86.56 acres 

of land. Comprehensive project components include construction of access roads through the site and 

installation of utilities. Additionally, pad sites will be added to phase construction of mixed-use 

development in the project area. A purchase and sales agreement for the site has been executed. The 

site has received interest from a variety of developers to purchase and/or lease various portions of the 

area.  

 

The creation of access roads and the establishment of utilities on the site will attract long-term 

development. The re-use and beautification of 80 acres of underutilized land will increase surrounding 

residential property values, create jobs, support grand list growth, increase taxable revenue for the 

Borough, and attract other private investment to the municipality and region. 

 



 

 

Due to the economic benefits of this project, the primary beneficiaries are low-income and vulnerable 

communities. The project is intended to benefit those who receive HUD Assistance, including the 

population served by the Naugatuck Housing Authority who has 32 family units located on Lewis Circle, 

194 elderly and disabled units on Rubber Avenue, and 36 elderly units on Rubber Avenue, all within 1 

mile of the Project Site. Additionally, 249 Housing Choice Voucher unit recipients in Naugatuck will 

benefit from this project. Several sensitive receptors live within a 2-mile radius of the project site, 

including a High School, Elementary School, Food Bank/Soup Kitchen, several churches, the Parks 

and Recreation Community Center, the Portuguese Club, the Polish American Club, the Naugatuck 

VFW, the Early Childhood Center (Headstart), the Naugatuck Senior Center, the YMCA, the United 

Way, and more. Therefore, Naugatuck’s Legislative Delegation highly prioritizes this grant application, 

understanding that this project will have an expansive, community-wide impact. 

 

Redevelopment would incentivize usage of the new Naugatuck Train Station on the Waterbury Branch 

of the New Haven Metro-North Rail Line, also linking the region and beyond through public 

transportation.  

 

More pertinent, such investments set Naugatuck on a path towards equity in an area that ranks 

disproportionately higher than the region, state, and nation on various environmental and 

socioeconomic indicators as defined by the EPA’s EJScreen Tool. This project would directly  

 

This transformative project will enhance this borough, region, and the State. We eagerly look forward to 

working with stakeholders and officials of magnifying scales while progressing the Naugatuck Industrial 

Commons Redevelopment Project. We appreciate your consideration and urge you to contact us with 

any questions.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Representative Rosa Rebimbas  
70th District 
 
 

 
Senator Jorge Cabrera  
17th District 
 

 

 
Representative David Labriola 
131st District House of Representatives 
 
 

 
 
Senator Joan Hartley 
15th District 
 

 

 


