
 

 

DANBURY FORUM ON ADDRESSING THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC 

Logistics: 

When: Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2019; 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

Where: Greater Danbury Community Health Center, Community Room, 120 Main Street, Danbury 

Confirmed attendees: Attorney General William Tong, Mayor Mark Boughton, state Sen. Julie Kushner, 

state Reps. David Arconti, Raghib Allie-Brennan, Bob Godfrey, Ken Gucker, Stephen Harding, Richard 

Smith, Bill Buckbee and Sean Scanlon. 

Event overview: State and local officials will hear firsthand from the first responders, subject matter 

experts and emergency department recovery coachers who are on the frontlines combating the opioid 

epidemic every day. They will hear from representatives from the police and fire departments and the 

Emergency Medical Services about measures they have implemented to address the opioid epidemic and 

what more can be done. They will hear from two Emergency Department Recovery Coaches from the 

Connecticut Community for Addiction Recovery about the EDRC program that launched in 2017 and the 

challenges patients who are experiencing a medical crisis caused by their substance abuse face. After 

hearing from the panelists, state officials will offer potential solutions to address this public health crisis. 

A brief question and answer segment will follow the panel discussion. 

Panel discussion run-of-show: 

1. Mayor Mark Boughton opens the panel discussion and welcomes attendees. 

First 15 minutes: 

2. Attorney General William Tong introduces himself and gives overview of state's lawsuit against 

Purdue Pharma and members of the Sackler family who are named as defendants. (Intro must be 

kept to 1-2 minutes). 

3. State officials introduce themselves and their title. All must keep their remarks to 1-2 minutes 

each. 

a. Sen. Julie Kushner 

b. Rep. David Arconti 

c. Rep. Raghib Allie-Brennan 

d. Rep. Bob Godfrey 

e. Rep. Ken Gucker 

f. Stephen Harding 

g. Richard Smith 

h. Rep. Bill Buckbee 

i. Rep. Sean Scanlon 

30-45-minute panel discussion: 

4. Rep. David Arconti moderates discussion between panelists (in following order): 

 

a. Danbury Deputy Fire Chief Bernie Meehan: Will discuss ways in which the Fire 

Department addresses the opioid crisis every day.  

b. Detective Lieutenant Mark Williams, commander of the police department's Special 

Investigation Unit: Will discuss the police department's respond to the opioid epidemic.  

c. Danbury Police Chief Patrick Ridenhour: Will discuss the police department's 

response to the opioid epidemic. 



 

 

d. Matthew G. Cassavechia, Danbury's Emergency Medical Services Director: Will 

discuss how Danbury responds to emergencies involving opioids. 

e. Mary Gotlibowski, Emergency Department Recovery Coach for Connecticut 

Community for Addiction Recovery: Mary and Robert both work in Western 

Connecticut. Mary and Robert will discuss CCAR's Emergency Department Recovery 

Coach program which launched in 2017. Mary and Robert both meet with patients who 

are experiencing a medical crisis caused by their substance abuse. 

f. Robert Brown, Emergency Department Recovery Coach for Connecticut 

Community for Addiction Recovery: Will discuss CCAR's Emergency Department 

Recovery Coach program which launched in 2017.  

g. New Milford Chief of Police Spencer Cerruto: Will discuss New Milford's response to 

the opioid epidemic. 

h. Justin Cullmer, New Milford Police Department's high-risk navigator: He will 

discuss how he helps patients who have been hospitalized in the event of an opioid-

related incident by providing recovery resources to them. 

i. Dr. Charles Herrick, Chair, Department of Psychiatry for Danbury, New Milford 

and Norwalk Hospitals, and Co-Chair of CT Hospital Association's Committee on 

Mental Health: Will discuss treating those who are suffering from addiction. 

j. Dr. William John, Greater Danbury Community Health Center: Will discuss treating 

those who are suffering from addiction and services the community health center 

provides. 

Last 15 minutes: 

5. State officials offer feedback, solutions, legislative proposals based on what they have heard. 

6. Q&A segment. 

The opioid epidemic's impact on the Danbury community: 

Danbury Population: 85,246 

 Deaths in 2015: 11 

 Deaths in 2016: 17 

 Deaths in 2017: 18  

 Deaths in 2018: 14 

Danbury addiction-prevention organizations produced a PSA video, opened a prescription drug drop box, 

and expanded oversight and regulation at pharmacies. The PSA was made by Danbury Schools, the police 

department and emergency services, Stand Together Make a Difference, and the MCCA. 

The Office of the Attorney General's lawsuit against Purdue Pharma and members of the Sackler 

family who are named as defendants: 

In April 2019, the Connecticut Office of the Attorney General filed an expanded, amended lawsuit against 

Purdue Pharma, members of the Sackler family, former members of Purdue's Board of Directors and 

corporate executives, and Sackler-controlled companies alleging fraudulent transfer of hundreds of 

millions of dollars from Purdue Pharma to the Sacklers to evade liability and accountability to 

Connecticut victims of the opioid epidemic.  

The 2019 complaint details new allegations regarding the specific, illegal conducted by Purdue and the 

Sackler family within Connecticut to push opioids and profit from pain and addiction. This is an ongoing 

investigation and Connecticut is a leader in the multistate investigation and negotiation team.  



 

 

The complaint amends an earlier lawsuit filed by former Attorney General George Jepsen in December 

2018 that alleged Purdue peddled a series of falsehoods to push patients toward its opioids, reaping 

massive profits from sales while opioid addiction skyrocketed in Connecticut and across the nation. The 

initial complaint alleged four counts of violations of the Connecticut Unfair Trade Practices Act, seeking 

damages, civil penalties, forfeiture of ill-gotten profits, restitution, and permanent injunctive relief.  

The amended complaint adds a fifth count – fraudulent transfer. Through this lawsuit, the Office of the 

Attorney General seeks to hold those responsible accountable and to secure resources for long-term 

treatment and recovery. 


